Elizabethan Authors Timeline

Elizabeth | James | Charles |
rules ascends throne ascends throne
1580 1603 1625
1590 1600 1610 1620 1630 1640

Parliament closes

[ 1642
all theatres

John Lyly ———

Christopher Marlowe ~————— E
Robert Greene —i— E

i It has been historically very difficult to always
i | ascertain exactly when a given play was
i written, or even first performed. The goal of
i this chart is to give the reader a rough idea of
i | when the foremost dramatists of the
i Elizabethan era were most active, so that one
i can see which authors’ plays might be
i performed in a given year, and thus who was

William Shakespeare

George Chapman
Ben Jonson

John Marston

Thomas Heywood

John Webster
Francis Beaumont
John Fletcher

William Rowley

contemporary with who.

Thomas Middleton

Philip Massinger
John Ford

James Shirley

Richard Brome
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