
 
Historical Timeline of Elizabethan Drama 

Elizabeth I ascends 

throne of England 

1558 

Elizabeth I dies;  

James I ascends throne 

1603 

James I dies;  

Charles I ascends throne 

1625 

Parliament closes 

all theatres 

1642 

1605 
1559 

1564 1576-7 1599 1616 

1572 

The Act of Uniformity 

imposed a fine on any 

actor who engaged in 

“derogation, depraving, 

or despising” of the Book 

of Common Prayer. 

Shakespeare 

born 

An act prescribed whipping 

and branding of the ear for 

“common players of 

interludes” who were neither 

in the employ of a noble, nor 

licensed to perform. 

First theater 

designed 

specifically 

for plays, 

called The 

Theatre, was 

built. 

The Globe 

built 

Parliament passed a 

statute making it a 

punishable offense 

to “jestingly or 

profanely” speak the 

name of God or 

Christ in a play. 

Shakespeare 

died 

The Gunpowder Plot, a 

plan to blow up 

Parliament and the 

king, was uncovered. 

1593-4 

London’s 

theaters were 

closed due to 

massive 

outbreak of 

the bubonic 

plague. 


